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29  So  the  king  of  Israel  and  Jehoshaphat  the  king  of  Judah  went  up  to  Ramoth  Gilead.  30  And  the  king  of  Israel  said  to 
Jehoshaphat,  “1  will  disguise  myself  and  go  into  battle;  but  you  put  on  your  robes.”  So  the  king  of  Israel  disguised  himself  and 
went  into  battle. 

-  If  you’re  anything  like  me  and  1  suspect  you  are  you’re  having  considerable  difficulty  understanding  why  he  still  allies  with  Ahab. 

-  You  would  think  after  this  whole  episode  with  the  prophet  Micaiah,  Jehoshaphat  would  immediately  end  his  alliance  with  Ahab. 

-  Actually,  the  reasons  as  to  why  he  doesn’t  are  the  very  lessons  that  we  can  learn  from  the  life  of  this  good  king,  Jehoshaphat. 

-  The  first  lesson  we  learn  from  his  life  is  don’t  jump  every  time  the  Ahab’s  of  this  world  snap  their  fingers  for  us  to  join  with  them. 

-  It’s  important  to  note  how  that  Ahab  approached  Jehoshaphat;  Jehoshaphat  did  not  approach  Ahab  to  join  in  this  evil  alliance. 

-  This  is  where  Jehoshaphat  made  a  terrible  mistake  by  allowing  himself  to  be  unduly  influenced  and  even  easily  manipulated. 

-  This  sort  of  ties  into  the  second  lesson  we  can  learn  from  him.  In  addition  to  being  manipulated  by  Ahab  he’s  attractive  to  Ahab. 

-  When  we  live  our  lives  righteous  before  the  Lord,  we  become  magnets  that  attract  the  steel  of  the  wicked  Ahab’s  of  this  world. 

-  This  is  true  when  it  comes  to  young  people  who  know  the  Lord,  they  become  very  attractive  to  those  who  don’t  know  the  Lord. 

-  Another  lesson  that  we  can  learn  from  Jehoshaphat  is  saying  no  to  those  Ahab’s  of  this  world  who  are  usually  very  persuasive. 

-  Were  Jehoshaphat  to  have  refused  to  join  with  Ahab,  his  life  would  have  been  very  different,  as  we’ll  see  in  our  study  yet  future. 

-  Sadly,  this  leads  an  otherwise  good  king,  who  did  good  things  down  the  path  to  a  bad  end  such  that  he  just  doesn’t  finish  well. 

-  This  brings  us  to  the  next  lesson  we  can  learn  from  his  life  and  it  has  to  do  with  the  Ahab’s  of  this  world  taking  advantage  of  us. 

- 1  can’t  get  over  how  shrewd  this  whole  setup  was  to,  in  effect  remove  Jehoshaphat’s  ability  to  be  firm  and  go  against  the  crowd. 

-  The  Ahab’s  of  this  world  come  on  strong  to  take  advantage  of  us,  which  often  times  requires  us  to  be  firm  and  blunt  with  them. 

-  Another  very  important  lesson  to  learn  from  him  is  to  never  ever  go  against  the  check  that  God  places  in  your  heart  to  stop  you. 

-  Jehoshaphat  even  had  a  word  from  the  Lord  that  this  was  wrong  on  every  level,  yet  he  pushes  that  aside  and  does  it  anyway. 

-  I’m  of  the  belief  that  deep  down  in  his  heart,  Jehoshaphat  knew  this  wasn’t  the  Lord’s  will  but  that  he  wanted  to  be  liked  by  man. 

-  Another  equally  important  if  not  more  important  lesson  to  learn  from  Jehoshaphat  is  to  be  honest  and  say  that  you  are  wrong. 

-  What’s  really  striking  to  me  in  all  of  this  is  that  were  he  to  simply  admit  that  he  had  made  a  mistake,  he  could  have  got  out  of  it. 

-  Not  only  doesn’t  he  do  this,  he  doesn’t  have  the  backbone  to  stand  up  to  Ahab  and  his  400  false  prophets  concerning  their  evil. 

-  This  last  one  is  the  most  interesting  to  me  personally  because  he  allowed  his  son  Jehoram  to  marry  Ahab’s  daughter  Athaliah. 

-  In  other  words,  at  the  root  of  this  was  an  unequal  yoke  of  sorts  in  the  sense  that  he  had  already  formed  an  unrighteous  alliance. 

-  While  this  certainly  does  not  excuse  what  he  does,  it  may  in  some  way  explain  what  he  does,  and  also  explain  why  he  does  it. 

31  Now  the  king  of  Syria  had  commanded  the  thirty-two  captains  of  his  chariots,  saying,  “Fight  with  no  one  small  or  great,  but 
only  with  the  king  of  Israel.”  32  So  it  was,  when  the  captains  of  the  chariots  saw  Jehoshaphat,  that  they  said,  “Surely  it  is  the  king 
of  Israel!”  Therefore  they  turned  aside  to  fight  against  him,  and  Jehoshaphat  cried  out.  33  And  it  happened,  when  the  captains  of 
the  chariots  saw  that  it  was  not  the  king  of  Israel,  that  they  turned  back  from  pursuing  him. 

- 1  have  to  say  that  1  don’t  quite  understand  how  Ahab  was  able  to  convince  Jehoshaphat  to  allow  him  to  disguise  himself  as  king. 

-  Moreover,  1  don’t  really  quite  understand  why  Jehoshaphat  would  agree  to  not  disguise  himself  and  where  his  robe  as  the  king. 

-  Truly,  he  must’ve  known  that  this  was  going  to  happen.  Perhaps  it’s  due  to  the  aforementioned  principle  of  wanting  to  be  liked. 

One  commentator  wrote,  “Going  into  the  battle,  Ahab  did  not  want  to  be  identified  as  a  king  and  therefore  be  a  special  target.  He 
thought  this  would  help  protect  him  against  Micaiah’s  prophecy  of  doom.  It  is  more  difficult  to  explain  why  Jehoshaphat  agreed  to 
go  into  the  battle  as  the  only  clearly  identified  king.  Perhaps  he  was  either  not  very  smart  or  he  had  very  great  faith.” 

34  Now  a  certain  man  drew  a  bow  at  random,  and  struck  the  king  of  Israel  between  the  joints  of  his  armor.  So  he  said  to  the 
driver  of  his  chariot,  “Turn  around  and  take  me  out  of  the  battle,  for  1  am  wounded.”  35  The  battle  increased  that  day;  and  the 
king  was  propped  up  in  his  chariot,  facing  the  Syrians,  and  died  at  evening.  The  blood  ran  out  from  the  wound  onto  the  floor  of 
the  chariot.  36  Then,  as  the  sun  was  going  down,  a  shout  went  throughout  the  army,  saying,  “Every  man  to  his  city,  and  every 
man  to  his  own  country!” 

-  Notice  the  details  we  have  woven  into  the  fabric  of  the  narrative,  first,  that  it  was  a  “certain  man,”  who  “drew  a  bow  at  random.” 

-  Clearly  this  man  and  his  bow  have  the  fingerprints  of  God’s  judgment  all  over  them,  such  that,  He  metes  out  Ahab’s  judgment. 

- 1  find  it  rather  interesting  that  Ahab  thought  he  could  out  smart  God  by  disguising  himself  in  battle  to  prove  Micaiah  was  wrong. 

-  The  fact  of  the  matter  is,  not  only  was  Micaiah  right,  so  too  was  Elijah  when  he  prophesied  exactly  how  Ahab  would  be  killed. 

-  More  specifically,  that  he  would  die  in  battle  this  way,  and  that  every  man  would  flee  to  his  city  and  every  man  to  his  country. 

-  Here’s  the  bottom  line,  no  plan  will  ever  prevail  against  the  Lord  Who  knows  the  beginning  from  the  end  and  the  end  of  man. 

Adam  Clarke  of  this  wrote,  “It  appears  that  the  Israelites  and  Jews  maintained  the  fight  the  whole  of  the  day;  but  when  at  evening 
the  king  died,  and  this  was  known,  there  was  a  proclamation  made,  probably  with  the  consent  of  both  Syrians  and  Israelites,  that 
the  war  was  over.” 

37  So  the  king  died,  and  was  brought  to  Samaria.  And  they  buried  the  king  in  Samaria.  38  Then  someone  washed  the  chariot  at 
a  pool  in  Samaria,  and  the  dogs  licked  up  his  blood  while  the  harlots  bathed,  according  to  the  word  of  the  LORD  which  He  had 
spoken.  39  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Ahab,  and  all  that  he  did,  the  ivory  house  which  he  built  and  all  the  cities  that  he  built,  are 
they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Israel? 

-  This  is  exactly  what  was  prophesied  would  happen  in  chapter  21  down  to  the  graphic  description  of  dogs  licking  up  his  blood. 

- 1  suppose  you  could  say  that  when  God  says  it,  that  will  settle  it.  Let  God  be  true  and  let  every  man  be  a  liar,  all  400  of  them. 

- 1  can’t  help  but  think  of  Micaiah  who  sits  in  a  jail  knowing  full  well  that  the  word  he  spoke  will  come  to  pass  exactly  as  God  said. 
Of  this  one  commentator  said,  “And  now  what  joy  could  Ahab’s  black  soul,  ready  to  depart,  have  of  his  ivory  house?  Who  had 
not  rather  be  a  Micaiah  in  the  jail  than  Ahab  in  the  chariot?  Wicked  men  have  the  advantage  of  the  way,  godly  men  of  the  end.” 

40  So  Ahab  rested  with  his  fathers.  Then  Ahaziah  his  son  reigned  in  his  place. 

-  What’s  truly  sad  about  Ahab  is  had  he  but  obeyed  the  Lord  in  the  first  place  and  killed  Ben-Hadad  this  wouldn’t  have  happened. 

-  Truth  be  made  known,  this  is  exactly  why  it  is  that  God  had  commanded  Ahab  to  kill  and  not  pardon  Ben-Hadad  to  begin  with. 

-  Would  to  God  that  we  would  be  obedient  in  putting  to  death  the  Ben-Hadad’s  in  our  lives,  lest  they  be  the  ones  who  kill  us  first. 

Colossians  3:5-7  (NIV)  —  5  Put  to  death,  therefore,  whatever  belongs  to  your  earthly  nature:  sexual  immorality,  impurity,  lust, 
evil  desires  and  greed,  which  is  idolatry.  6  Because  of  these,  the  wrath  of  God  is  coming. _ 

-  There’s  one  more  thing  I  would  like  to  point  out  before  we  move  on  to  verse  41  and  it  has  to  do  with  Ahab’s  greed  and  idolatry. 

-  Notice  how  that  the  narrative  makes  mention  of  all  the  material  successes  of  Ahab  as  it  relates  to  all  that  he  had  built  and  done. 

-  The  reason  I  point  this  out  is  because  this  is  what  the  world  does  today  by  deeming  ones  life  a  success  in  the  material  arena. 

Of  this  one  commentator  wrote,  “By  materialist  standards  the  reign  of  Ahab  was  a  success.  He  was  generally  militarily  successful 
and  enjoyed  a  generally  prosperous  economy.  Yet  spiritually  his  reign  was  a  disaster,  one  of  the  worst  ever  for  Israel.” _ 

41  Jehoshaphat  the  son  of  Asa  had  become  king  over  Judah  in  the  fourth  year  of  Ahab  king  of  Israel.  42  Jehoshaphat  was  thirty- 
five  years  old  when  he  became  king,  and  he  reigned  twenty-five  years  in  Jerusalem.  His  mother’s  name  was  Azubah  the 
daughter  of  Shilhi.  43  And  he  walked  in  all  the  ways  of  his  father  Asa.  He  did  not  turn  aside  from  them,  doing  what  was  right  in 
the  eyes  of  the  LORD.  Nevertheless  the  high  places  were  not  taken  away,  for  the  people  offered  sacrifices  and  burned  incense 
on  the  high  places. 

-  While  Jehoshaphat  did  what  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  he  would  not  end  well  because  he  left  the  idolatrous  high  places. 

-  I’d  venture  to  say  there’s  not  a  one  of  us  who  doesn’t  want  to  here  the  Lord  say,  “well  done  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  in.” 

-  However,  there  is  the  possibility  that  like  Jehoshaphat,  it  could  be  said  of  us  they  did  what  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  but. 
44  Also  Jehoshaphat  made  peace  with  the  king  of  Israel.  45  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jehoshaphat,  the  might  that  he  showed, 
and  how  he  made  war,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the  kings  of  Judah?  46  And  the  rest  of  the  perverted 
persons,  who  remained  in  the  days  of  his  father  Asa,  he  banished  from  the  land.  47  There  was  then  no  king  in  Edom,  only  a 
deputy  of  the  king.  48  Jehoshaphat  made  merchant  ships  to  go  to  Ophir  for  gold;  but  they  never  sailed,  for  the  ships  were 
wrecked  at  Ezion  Geber. 

-  This  passage  here  and  the  next  passage,  which  ends  the  chapter  and  with  it  the  book  is  actually  an  introduction  to  2nd  Kings. 

-  It’s  important  to  understand  that  the  book  of  Kings  is  actually  one  book  in  its  entirety  in  the  sense  that  is  a  running  narrative. 

-  The  reason  I  mention  this  is  because  we’re  going  to  learn  more  about  Jehoshaphat  and  all  that  he  did  as  it  relates  to  the  ships. 
49  Then  Ahaziah  the  son  of  Ahab  said  to  Jehoshaphat,  “Let  my  servants  go  with  your  servants  in  the  ships.”  But  Jehoshaphat 
would  not.  50  And  Jehoshaphat  rested  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  with  his  fathers  in  the  City  of  David  his  father.  Then 
Jehoram  his  son  reigned  in  his  place. 

-  Here  again  we’re  provided  with  an  interesting  detail  about  how  Jehoshaphat  would  actually  say  no  to  making  another  alliance. 

-  To  his  credit,  it  seems  that  he  learned  his  lesson  concerning  unrighteous  alliances  with  wicked  kings  after  his  past  experience. 

-  One  should  note  that  this  happened  after  a  disastrous  shipping  venture,  which  is  what  it  often  times  takes  to  get  our  attention. 

51  Ahaziah  the  son  of  Ahab  became  king  over  Israel  in  Samaria  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  Jehoshaphat  king  of  Judah,  and 
reigned  two  years  over  Israel.  52  He  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  LORD,  and  walked  in  the  way  of  his  father  and  in  the  way  of  his 
mother  and  in  the  way  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  who  had  made  Israel  sin;  53  for  he  served  Baal  and  worshiped  him,  and 
provoked  the  LORD  God  of  Israel  to  anger,  according  to  all  that  his  father  had  done. 

-  Its  no  wonder  that  this  Ahaziah  would  do  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  given  his  father  was  Ahab,  and  his  mother  was  Jezebel. 

-  It’s  a  sad  commentary  on  ones  life  when  they  don’t  learn  from  the  folly  of  their  parents  and  instead  repeat  it  or  even  exceed  it. 

-  It’s  been  said  that  it’s  not  so  much  what’s  taught  as  much  as  what’s  caught.  In  other  words,  children  learn  from  what  they  see. 

-  That’s  not  to  say  that  bad  children  will  always  come  from  bad  parents  or  that  good  children  will  always  come  from  good  parents. 

-  As  we  see  with  the  Kings  of  Israel,  we  see  bad  kings  come  from  good  kings,  and  conversely,  good  kings  come  from  bad  kings. 

-  That  said,  the  book  of  1st  Kings  ends  as  an  introduction  to  the  book  of  2nd  Kings,  which  we  will  begin  next  week  Lord  willing. 


